MYTHOLOGY

of Greece,     There  was the same systematic development
with this difference, that  in  India the process  was  urged
on   by   a   powerful   sacerdotal  order.    But  in  the   earlier
Vedas, there is no predominant  priesthood,  and  there are
only the faintest indications of caste; there are no temples,
no  public worship, and it would   seem,  no  images of the
gods ; and what is of immeasurably greater importance with
reference to the mythological creed of the Homeric poets,
there are  "no indications of a triad, the creating, the pre-
serving and the destroying power.   Brahma does not appear
as a deity, and  Vishnu  although named,  has  nothing in
common with the Vishnu of the Puranas, no allusion occurs
to his  Avatars......These differences  are  palpable and  so

far from the Vedas being the basis of the existing system,
they completely overturn it" (vide "Edinburgh Review," Oct.
1860, p. 382. No. ccxxviii). The comparison is scarcely less
fatal to the mythological trinity of the Greeks.
Theory of the Importation of Myths, criticised.
But if in the vast mass of stories which make up
the Fable-Literature of the Aryan nations, there is evi-
dence showing that in some cases, the legend has been
brought by the direct importation from the East to
West (vide Chapter xiv, Fables and Folk-lore), the pre-
sumption of conscious borrowing cannot with any fairness
be extended to myths, for which such evidence is not
forthcoming. The great Epic poems of the Aryan race
sprang into existence in the ages which followed the disper-
sion of tribes, and during which all intercourse between them
was an impossibility; yet these Epic poems exhibit an iden-
tical frame-work, with resemblances in detail which even defy
the influences of the, climate and scenery. But many of the
actors in the great mythological dramas re-appear in the
popular stories of the Aryan tribes, with subtle points of like-
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